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1.      Introduction  
 
 
1.1 Foreword  

 
The Parish Plan builds upon the Stoke Orchard and Tredington appraisal of 1990 
which provided a demographic analysis of life in the parish at that time.  
In 2006 a White Paper on Local Government expressed an aim of “giving local people and 
local communities more influence and power to improve lives”. To further that aim our 
Parish Council called for volunteers to prepare a Parish Plan “to provide a comprehensive 
view from those who live in the Parish of how they wish to see it develop over the next ten 
years”.  
This document is the result. It identifies those things we would like to see changed or retained 
in the Parish and, at its heart, provides an Action Plan to help achieve those desired 
outcomes. However, a plan by itself produces no consequences. Implementation of the plan 
requires individuals to put effort into making things happen.  
Some of the actions are for the Parish Council. Some are for other Agencies and the Parish 
Council will take the lead in planning, reminding and encouraging in those areas. Actions 
which are not within the remit of the Local Authorities will only happen if we can find 
volunteers to lead, organise and work together to make them happen.  
 
 
 
1.2  Summary  
 
Preparation of the Parish Plan followed guidelines and advice from both national and local 
sources. A preliminary survey was used to sample residents’ opinion on the most significant 
issues and to prepare a questionnaire which was distributed to every adult resident of the 
Parish.  
 
A 50% response rate was achieved and the Parish Plan is formulated from the responses to 
these questionnaires.  
 
So what could Stoke Orchard and Tredington of ten years hence look like?  
A clear majority of residents see the village of Stoke Orchard benefit from the redevelopment 
of the former Coal Research Establishment to provide additional housing and community 
services in the heart of the village.  A village hall, village green, community shop and the 
joining of the two sides of the village are clearly seen as the future for our village.  
 
Due to the great importance placed on the CRE redevelopment a section has been included in 
this document to provide on outline of the site. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1.3  Stoke Orchard Parish  
 
 
The Civil Parish of Stoke Orchard, a rough triangle of 2,487 acres, begins approximately 1¾ 
miles southeast of Tewksbury and ends approximately 4 miles northwest of Cheltenham. 
Mostly flat ground, lying between 15 and 30 metres above sea level, it is bordered by the 
River Swilgate along its south-west side. South of Rudgeway Farm, Tredington, the parish 
boundary then goes east along hedgerows and the Tredington-Fiddington Lane, finally 
following a track which was once an old Bishop’s Cleeve to Tewksbury lane until north of 
Fiddington Brake where it turns south and later southwest to the Bristol-Birmingham railway 
line and lastly west of Wingmoor Farm along a tributary to the River Swilgate. The soil, 
mostly deep clay on blue lias, with some gravel at Stoke Orchard, is watered by Moor Brook, 
Dean Brook and the River Swilgate. Although only four miles west of the Cotswolds, the 
whole parish lies in a sheltered valley and enjoys a very moderate climate. 
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This fertile, sheltered, well watered and originally well-wooded area had all the essentials for 
human habitation and evidence has been found of early settlements. During excavations for 
the M5 motorway Roman remains were found, not of the ‘villa’ type previously assumed 
common, but indicating more dispersed settlements. Eventually, two straggling ‘street 
villages’ developed in what is now the parish.  Tredington, meaning “Tyrdda’s people’s 
settlement” is recorded in the Doomsday Book of 1086 as having 6 hides (hide=land unit of 
about 120 acres) and belonged to the Manor and Hundred of Tewksbury which was then the 
King’s lands (a Hundred was an administrative sub-division of a shire which had its own 
court).  

Stoke Orchard developed as one village, but in fact consisted of two separate manors which 
were in different parishes and Hundreds. The first, Downing, at the west end of the village, 
belonged to the Tewksbury Hundred. In the Doomsday Book it is recorded a having 2¾ 
hides. All that now remains of Downing Manor is Manor Farm, Stoke Orchard. The name is 
completely lost. At the east side, the second manor of Stoke Orchard (first recorded in 



967AD as ‘Stoc’) was in the Tibblestone Hundred and belonged to the Church of Worcester. 
The Doomsday Book records “Barnard and Reginald hold 7 hides of this land (Stoke). They 
refuse to do service to St Mary’s (Worcester)”. 

From 1195 to 1350 the tenants holding the Manor of Stoke were called Archer for the land 
they had to supply the King with a fully equipped archer for 40 days of the year. “Stoke” 
therefore became “Stoke Archer”. By 1493 there were no more archers and the name was 
written “Stoke Archard”. At this time “A” and “O” were both pronounced “A” in English and 
in 1498 it was written down as “Stoke Orchard” which it has remained ever since.  

In 1327 Stoke Orchard became part of the Bishop’s Cleeve Hundred. Downing Manor 
remained in the Tewksbury Hundred until the late 18th Century when it was joined to Stoke 
Orchard, and by the 19th Century Stoke Orchard had become a separate parish. Tredington 
was still part of the Manor and Parish of Tewksbury in the Middle Ages, but because of its 
substantial church and clearly defined village it received parish status from the 16th Century. 
In 1935 the civil parish of Tredington (except five acres added to Tewksbury) was added to 
the civil parish of Stoke Orchard. 
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The population of the two villages over the centuries seems to have remained around 200-
250. The census in 1871 recorded a population of 238; by 1991 it had risen to 329. 

Both villages have 12th Century churches. The church of St John the Baptist at Tredington 
was restored in 1845. In the churchyard is the shaft of a 14th Century cross. Stoke Orchard 
Church of Jt. James of Compostella (a chapel at ease to Bishop’s Cleeve) was not restored by 
the Victorians and wall paintings were discovered there in 1928 and restored from 1949 to 
1957. The earliest, dating from the 12th Century, show 28-29 scenes of the life of St James of 



Compostella. The church was an important point for pilgrims on the journey to Santiago de 
Compostella in Spain. (In 1296 Nicholas Archer and the Stoke people were permitted to hear 
mass and receive the sacrament at Stoke because of the distance from the parish church at 
Cleeve. In 1362 Edward Despenser granted a similar dispensation to the other, Tewksbury 
affiliated manor, at Stoke Orchard). There was some non-conformity at Stoke; there are 
records of Friends’ meeting in 1654 and in 1678 George Fox held meetings there. By 1701 
there was a Friends’ Meeting House and burial ground in Stoke. Only one Quaker lived there 
in 1735 and the congregation came from outside. There was reputedly persecution of Quakers 
in Tewksbury. By 1785 the meetings seem to have ceased and the house was let. There was a 
Congregational chapel at Stoke from 1865-1939. 

The roads in the parish have changed considerably. The main Bristol/Gloucester/Worcester 
road used to pass through Tredington, which is probably why King Edward IV camped there 
before the Battle of Tewksbury (1471). He reputedly stayed at Tredington’s old manor house, 
opposite the church. This small house was built completely of Cotswold stone from Cleeve 
Hill (an indication of wealth as it was not easy to transport it from here to Tredington), but it 
was demolished this century. Its mullioned windows and parts of its stonework were then 
shipped to America. The Tredington/Stoke road used to join Stoke at the east end of the 
village. In the early 19th Century it changed to joining at the west end where it is thought 
there was once a wide green. In 1599 the Stoke/Bishop’s Cleeve Road was recorded as “The 
King’s Way”. Mill Lane at Stoke (now a dead-end) was a very old route to Uckington and the 
south. There are many references to it, eg in 1276 to the common fishery off it at Loudlow, 
and in 1378 Loudlow Bridge is recorded as having been built 40 years earlier to replace the 
ford. Perhaps the pilgrims continued that way to Compostella. 

Both villages had water-mills. The mill at Stoke Orchard was described as an old one in 
1314. However, a mill has worked continuously there until this century. A steam engine was 
put to the mill by 1841 and that year the owner, Richard Hone, died from being caught in the 
machinery. The mill building, now disused, is dated 1784 and is next to the timber framed 
18th Century Mill Farm. The dovecot nearby is dated 1741. The Tredington Mill was on the 
Swilgate at what is now Mill House. 

Tredington is recorded in 1539 as being well-wooded, and the houses were traditionally built 
of oak or elm timber frames, in filled with wattle (split willow) and daub (cow manure, horse 
and straw), all materials in abundant supply. Apart from the Church, the only stone buildings 
were Tredington’s old Manor, the porch and roof of Tredington Court and barn, now 
demolished, north of the entrance to Tredington House. There are still several attractive large 
16th and 17th Century brick dovecote. During this time of obvious prosperity Tredington was 
visited by “the pestilence”. In 1610 23 people died (1/4 of the population) and in 1663/4 23 
more died. There was a further epidemic in 1729 when 14 died. At Stoke Orchard the houses 
were mostly half timbered, but stone was used, usually for part of the house as in the 
mullioned windows of Manor Farm, or the chimney of Old Rowley where the early aviator 
Amy Johnson once lived. Some houses closer to Cleeve were built mostly of stone.  Fewer of 
the old houses at Stoke Orchard remain, and more new building has taken place there. 

Prior to enclosure in 1806 Tredington was mostly arable open field land, with meadow by the 
Swilgate and furze covered pasture in the east. There were four open fields in 1613; Church 



field, Ham and Garston field, Broadmead (later Banworth) field and Furzen field, and a four-
year rotation of crops was well established. After enclosure the only outlying farms, Gothic 
Farm and Warder’s Farm were built. The farming from then on in both villages was mixed, 
with much arable, dairying and cider-fruit growing. Stoke Orchard by 1631 had four open 
fields, up to 1/3 of which was then permanent pasture. Elmend (126 acres) and Furzen (123 
acres) were in the north. On the east was the 84 acre Balladine and Banady field (which in 
1980 gave its name to the new housing development of Banady Lane) and in the southeast 
was the 103 acre Loudlow field, a part of which had been given to the rector in place of 
tithes. By 1751 Stoke Orchard comprised 4 large farms, ranging from 141 to 386 acres, and a 
few small holdings. By the early 19th Century 4 course crop rotation was being followed, 
including a fallow year. The open fields of Stoke and Stoke Moor were enclosed in 1840. 

In 1844 life changed greatly at Stoke Orchard with the opening of “Cleeve Station”. This 
provided hitherto undreamed of fast and cheap travel (covered 3rd class code 1d per mile. 
Stage coaches, which were much slower had charged 6d per mile) and gave the farmers and 
growers at Stoke Orchard easy access to Cheltenham market and other outlets for their 
produce. The Derrick family for instance grew teasels which were sent to Stroud for 
“dressing” wool at the factories there. The railway was also an excellent employer, offering 
the first alternative in the village to agricultural and domestic work. When a school opened in 
1879 one third of pupils had parents employed on the railways. Even unskilled “navvies” 
earned 24/- per week. 

Goods could similarly be delivered to the village by train and from then on little if any 
building was done with traditional local materials. Instead, engineering brick, Welsh slate, 
corrugated iron etc, could be brought and easily assembled into strong, if alien buildings. 
Tredington seemed quite unaffected by the railway. Apparently the road between the villages 
was just too long and rough to be worth travelling to reach the railway. Instead, the people of 
Tredington travelled to Tewksbury as they had always done. The station finally closed in 
1950. 

In the 19th Century both villages had “National Schools”. At Tredington the Squire, John 
Surman had built and maintained, a National School on glebe land opposite Manor Farm. At 
Stoke in 1833 there was a Day School with 8 fee-paying children and a Sunday school with 
32 children supported by the chaplain and minister. In 1844 a National School was built with 
a teacher’s house. This was financed by endowment, subscription and school-pence. In 1846, 
46 children attended. When in 1870 and 1890 education became compulsory for all children 
to the age of 10, a “Board School” was built in 1879 mid-way between the two villages. The 
schools at Stoke then closed and in 1892 on the death of John Surman’s widow, the National 
School at Tredington closed and the building was used from then on as the village hall. 

Until   the 1920s Tredington had only wells and pumps to provide water. Stoke, which had a 
reservoir, had boasted some communal taps. There were fever and isolation hospitals at 
Tredington and on the Elmstone road from Stoke for diseases for which there was then no 
vaccination; diphtheria, scarlet fever, measles, whooping cough patients were sent to them.   
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In the 1930s things began to change rapidly. Gas was piped to the two villages. Several 
residents had cars and the first tractor appeared. The forges (at the corner of Dean Lane, 
Stoke Orchard and what is now Church Cottage, Tredington) were soon to disappear. When 
war was declared an anti-aircraft battery was set up in the field opposite the school, ‘shadow’ 
factories for manufacturing war requirements were erected at Stoke Orchard, and RAF Stoke 
Orchard opened where the reservoir had been. This became a base preparing for D-day, at 
which pilots were trained to tow the transport gliders which would carry the troops and 
equipment over the channel for the Normandy landings. After the D-day landings the RAF 
left the site and WarAg took over the hangars as an implement depot and repair centre for 
their agricultural equipment used for improving unproductive land.  

When WarAg left, homeless evacuees moved in so Cheltenham Rural District Council took 
over “The Park” as it was known and developed it as an emergency housing estate, complete 
with grocer’s shop, licensed club and child welfare clinic. This remained until all of the 
people were finally re-housed in the late 1950s. 

Council houses were built in both villages from the 1940s onwards, and electricity reached 
them in the 1950s. The fever hospitals were redundant in the wake of mass vaccination; the 
Tredington one became an old people’s hospital, and the Stoke Orchard one became an 
engineering factory. The shadow factories were replaced by the Home Office 
Telecommunications section, Tate & Lyle’s depot, and the National Coal Board Research 
Station of which the erudite television personage Dr Bronowski was Chairman. Because of 
the large number of employees at these industries Tredington and Stoke Orchard enjoyed an 
excellent bus service for 30 years until the 1970s. 

The road through Tredington and Stoke Orchard became increasingly busy and the lorries 
associated with Tate & Lyle’s, then Santa Fe, then Wincanton, became bigger. A garage 
opened at Stoke Orchard, and sand and gravel extraction at east Stoke increased. The old 
“Park” became used for corn storage, a gun club and a Municipal Tip. This last led to even 
more traffic – and the unwelcome shedding of rubbish before it had reached the tip. In 1970 
the M5 motorway opened, passing between the two villages and incidentally created a small 
village green in the area believed to have had a much bigger one. 

There had been ‘infilling’ opposite the church at Stoke in the 1960s and 1970s, when a new 
sewer was dug through the villages in 1974-5 this meant that more houses could be built. 
Archer’s Lane, commemorating the old Archers of Stoke, developed in 1978 and the Banady 



Lane development (named after the old field) developed in 1980.  The village school 
continues to thrive; with 67 pupils on the register in 1991 and ... pupils on the register ... . 

The villages continue to change, reflecting more general changes. The Post Office in both 
villages has closed. There is no village shop. Home Farm at Tredington and Manor Farm and 
Waterloo Farm at Stoke are now private houses not farms. In 1988 the Vicarage was sold; the 
vicar who served the two villages has left and the living has been amalgamated with 
Boddington and Staverton. The old people’s hospital has closed. The bus service is reduced, 
and the old Stoke Road (“The King’s Way” of 1599) has been re-routed to the new 
development in Bishop’s Cleeve. 

The last two decades have brought about a great deal of change to both Tredington and Stoke 
Orchard with infilling on various scales and more likely in the near future. The late 1980s 
saw much of the construction on the land formerly belonging to Middle Farm in Stoke 
Orchard (the two west facing bungalows were constructed in 1971 at a similar time to some 
of the farm cottages). The most recent housing developments alongside Dean Lane during 
2007/8 saw the re-routing of the old Dean Lane exit to join-up with Banady Lane, as well as 
the infilling of much of the land previously owned by Dean Farm (the newly constructed 
Miller’s Court sits where there had previously been barns and warehouses belonging to the 
farm), as well as that of Duckstone House who’s private chapel has been retained. Tredington 
has also experienced housing development with the late 1990s St John’s Court housing and 
most recently the Mill Barn developments at the northern tip of the village along Tredington 
Road.  

More development is also likely for the future. The Coal-Board Research Establishment 
(CRE) site finally closed for business in 1995/6 after almost 50 years of business and the 
large area of dereliction left by the factories has been repeatedly assessed as an opportunity 
for further housing development, with a recent planning application in September 2009 being 
supported by the Parish Council.   

The former Tate & Lyle’s, Santa Fe, Wincanton site on Stoke Orchard Road is now being 
used by Eden Greenhouses, though other lorry traffic still uses the site.  

Since 2000 the arrival of Broadband internet connection has had a real impact on the 
C2/3rds+ of the village who currently own a computer, though fairly limited in comparison 
with other areas of Gloucestershire, the ease of online shopping, email and many of the other 
services that the internet provides is significantly more usable than it had been before the turn 
of the millennium.  

The floods of the summer of 2007, are unlikely to be forgotten by the village residents and 
these highlighted many of the fundamental issues with the ageing waterways and drainage 
systems, though by and large these problems have since been rectified, it shows that there is 
progress yet to be made in the sustainable development of the villages and raises important 
questions as to the risk of increased urbanisation around the parish’s waterways. Most 
importantly, however it proved just how brave and supportive the parish residents can be in a 
situation when many people’s livelihoods were at risk. 

 



1.4   Parish Plans  
 
The Local Government White Paper Strong and Prosperous Communities (26 October 2006) 
had the aim of giving “local people and local communities more influence and power to 
improve lives. It is about creating strong prosperous communities and delivering better public 
services through a rebalancing of the relationship between central government, local 
government and local people”.  
Communities everywhere are constantly changing. The government wants local communities 
to take more control of their lives, to say what they want doing in their own neighbourhoods 
and to engage with other organisations to take appropriate actions. We cannot prevent change 
but we can try to influence it.  
 
The consultations involved in developing our Parish Plan provided an opportunity for 
everyone in Stoke Orchard and Tredington to make their views heard and help shape a 
resulting Action Plan.  
The benefits of producing an Action Plan within the Parish Plan include:  
 

• The ability to influence and inform those officials preparing the Community Strategy 
and the Local Development Framework.  

• Providing clear evidence of community needs and priorities for Parish, District and 
County Councils.  

• Developing increased local voluntary action.  
• Reinvigorating local democracy by stimulating interest in community affairs.  
• Highlighting those projects which need involvement from other agencies.  
 
 
 
 

1.5 Consultation Methodology 
 
In June 2008 Stoke Orchard Parish Council called for volunteers from the community to form 
a steering committee with the aim of producing a Parish Plan.  
 
It was decided that the views of the residents would be sought through the medium of a 
questionnaire which would be delivered to each household in the Parish, then collected by 
hand in order to maximize the completion rate. 
 
The questionnaire consisted of 38 questions deemed to be relevant to the specific nature of 
the villages and drawing on both anecdotal and formally recognized issues within the 
community. 
 
Volunteers hand delivered in person the questionnaires to each household explaining the 
reason for the questionnaire and setting a return date for it’s collection. Where residents were 
not at home, the volunteers returned three times before posting the questionnaire as a last 
resort.  Volunteers collected the completed questionnaires within two weeks, returning three 
times as necessary to maximize the response. 
 
In addition to the questionnaire, issues and parish council agenda items since the 
questionnaire have been included in this document where a clear requirement from the 
community has suggested its inclusion. 
 



2.0 Questionnaire Results 
 
�

2.1 General Questions – People survey 

 

(1) How many people in the following age groups live in your household? 

�

�

(2) How long has the longest staying member of your family lived in the parish?  
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2.2 Website and Internet Access 

 

 

Q3.  Do you have a computer with internet access in your home?  
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Q4.  Do you believe that there should be a website for the village?  
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                         Percentage views on whether the Parish should have it’s own website 
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2.3 Housing  

 

C.R.E. Development 
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Proposed Community Shop 
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3.      Questionnaire Analysis 

 

3.1       People 

The parish has an ageing population with an average age of 49 years old and 67% of residents 
being over 40 years old. 



The proportionally low number of residents aged between 17 and 30 suggests a migration 
from the village on reaching adulthood and a low number of replacement residents in the 
under 30 age group. 

After taking into account recent new dwellings in the parish during the past ten year,  a high 
number of residents remain in the parish for a considerable period of time including 13% of 
residents having lived in the parish for over fifty years. 

The ratio of residents ages and duration of occupancy suggests a need for more affordable 
housing.  This would allow for existing residents to remain in the village on reaching 
adulthood as well as enabling new residents in the 17-30 year age group to create a more 
balanced age profile. 

 

3.2 Communication 

With over 75% of residents having access to the internet from their homes, the parish can 
clearly be deemed as being ‘on-line’.   

The majority of residents support the creation of a parish website as an aid to community 
communications. 

 

3.3 Housing 

The former Coal Research Establishment (CRE) site represents the main housing and 
development concern of the parishioners. 

A clear majority of residents support the development of the CRE site with mainly residential 
and a small number of commercial buildings.  A very small minority of residents (16%) 
prefer to see the site remain in it’s current state. 

Over 75% of residents have stated that they would, or probably would, use a community run 
shop.  With over a third of residents stating that they would, or possibly would, play a role in 
setting up a community-run shop, the feasibility of the shop is extremely high. 

 

 

3.4 Traffic & Transport 

The current bus service is utilised by fewer than 25% of residents, with the low frequency of 
service being declared as the primary reason for lack of use. 

With 70% of households having two cars, the average cars per household can be compared 
similarly to both other Gloucestershire villages as well as larger settlements such as Bishops 
Cleeve and Tewkesbury. 



Over 75% of residents have bicycles, however the lack of safe cyclepaths to Bishops Cleeve, 
Tewkesbury and between Stoke Orchard and Tredington minimises their use. 

An increase in residents through the development of the CRE site would considerably 
increase the opportunity for more frequent public transport for existing residents.  The 
installation of safe cycle paths between villages would encourage cycle use of existing 
residents. 

 

3.5 Crime & Safety 

With an overwhelming majority of residents feeling safe in the parish and a relatively few 
needing to contact the police, the parish can be deemed to be a safe place to reside. 

 

3.6 Community & Leisure 

A variety of clubs and societies would be welcomed in the village, with exercise groups, a 
tennis club, quiz evenings and a gardening club topping the list. 

The development of a new community centre on the CRE site would allow for many of the 
requested community activities.  The development of the CRE site may ultimately enable the 
second most requested activity of a tennis club to be created with new community tennis 
courts. 

 

3.7 Environment 

The community is generally environmentally aware, with 90% of households having double 
glazing and 70% using low energy lightbulbs. 

There is, however, a relatively low number of households that currently have wall insulation 
(less than 40%). 

With over 80% of households composting and 60% using water butts, the parish is embracing 
the need to recycle. 

 

 

3.8 Flooding 
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The Coal Research Establishment lies at the heart of the sleepy Gloucestershire village of Stoke 
Orchard. Surrounded by country cottages the brutal industrial architecture of the research sheds and 
towering chimneys is very out of place in its rural setting.  



      

 

 

 

The establishment was set up in 1950 by British Coal's director of research Jacob Bronowski to 
investigate alternative technologies to improve the value of the energy produced from burning coal 
along with completely new methods of using the coal won from the countries coalfields. 
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One of the CRE's most notable breakthroughs was a coal Liquefaction process which produced a 
synthetic oil which could be used to power motor engines. During the 1970's the CRE was home to a 
Ford Torino fitted with a experimental engine capable of using this oil as a demonstration vehicle. 
However despite rising oil prices's during the 1970's. Coal liquefaction was expensive process which 
proved to be uneconomic, it never progressed beyond the research stage and no trace of the mythical 
coal powered car could be found during the visit. The coal liquefaction facilities are still present at the 
CRE today, perhaps to the very end of its research days the scientists at the CRE hoped their 
liquefaction process may become an economic prospect as oil reserves ran low. In fact today a 
number of international research organisations are pursuing new research projects into Coal 
Liquefaction.�
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One of the process required to convert solid coal into a liquid fuel is conversion into a gas through a 
chemical process called gasification. Once the coal has been converted into a gaseous state it can be 
further processed into liquids but the gas itself can also have its own uses. burning this gas can be 
more efficient than burning the solid coal releasing more of the energy contained within the coal, 
Gasified coal is commonly used in power generation. The CRE was a pioneer in coal gasification 
initial studies were successfully concluded in the 1950's using coal seams at Newman Spinney, but 
the the project was abandoned by the NCB for economic reasons. Improved gas control systems and 
processes developed for the North sea oil and gas fields lead to a further round of research which 
proved the thin deep coal seams found in Britain could be economically exploited for coal gasification. 
Gasified coal is also the key to clean coal technologies where the carbon emissions generated as 
coal burns could be neutralised or trapped. One of the CRE's major projects in its later years was the 
pursuit of clean coal which would trap the carbon in a usable form that could be exploited in other 
chemical processes ore as a fuel itself. 
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When the government decided to privatise the coal producing divisions of British Coal in 1994 the 
CRE was left in a difficult position the newly privatised and in many cases cashed strapped operators, 
were unable to fund the CRE's research work and the government was unwilling to spend public 
money on supporting the coal industry so less than a year later the research operations at Stoke 
Orchard ceased. 

  �

�

� � � �

�

   

Despite the CRE's interest in large high profile projects like coal gasification and Liquefaction much of 
its day to day work was far humbler, after crossing the large overgrown car park is a set of semi 
detached houses at the back of the site. Built to test prototype domestic coal fired boilers and fires, 
the houses themselves looked just like normal set of 70's Semi's until you realise they have far more 
chimneys than is really needed. Each room was equipped with a fireplace and flu even the garages 
sadly neither of which hid a coal powered car. 
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Three tall chimneys dominate the site which can be clearly seen from the nearby M5 motorway and 
surrounding cotswold hills. 

From being an important government site, which the local residents were proud of, the former Coal 
Research Establishment is now an ever deteriorating derelict site which a clear majority of current 
parishioners see as a eye-sore and division between the two sides of the village. 
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